
 
 

 

OUR WONDERFUL WINDOWS  
 

St. Johnôs is home to some quite wonderful stained glass.  In the months to come, I plan to write the stories 

of these windows ï who made them, when were they installed,and who were they given in memory of.  

Another question raised was ñwhat was there before the stained glass?ò  I believe that answer to be ñquarry 

glassò  

 

In a booklet titled: ñGothic Revival and American Church Architectureò 

the author compares St. Johnôs with itôs twin church in Easton, MD, and 

states ñéthe shape of the windows is unchanged, though much of the 

original glass has been replaced. Where the old glass survives, the tall 

lancets are filled with quarries in abstract patterns, the central portion is 

opaque white patterned in black and the borders green, red and blue.ò 

Perhaps something like this picture shows.  

 

So far my research has found three great glass makers of the day and I am 

anxious to share their stories as well as the stories of the families of St. Johnôs.  

 érosie carroll 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Chapel_glass_ca1900_b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_and_Irish_stained_glass_(1811%E2%80%931918)&h=2380&w=2304&tbnid=4NYePfyB_Uf-LM:&zoom=1&docid=gvDxaopVGEjghM&ei=xPV4U_WGJ4ityASem4E4&tbm=isch&ved=0CIABEDMoIzAj&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2090&page=2&start=21&ndsp=26


Our  Wonderful Windows 
By Rosie Carroll 

 

 

In last monthôs issue of the Forerunner, I mentioned that there would be a ñWindow-

of-the-Monthò column beginning with Augustôs issue ï and so we begin with the 

story of my favorite window, or should I say my favorite set of windows.  I refer to 

the first two on the pulpit side of St. Johnôs.  They are really over-the-top with all the 

faceted jewels and brilliant colors. The utilization of faceted jewels was a new 

technique which was popular in the 1880ôs and ó90ôs and Richard S. Groves of 

Philadelphia employed them quite abundantly in these two windows.  I think of them 

as ñthe ice cream manôs windows,ò and they were both placed in memory of John P. 

Bruna and his family, by his wife, in 1895. 

 

John P. Bruna was a very active member of St. Johnôs and served on the Vestry.  He 

was also active in the community and invited people to join him on his trips to the 

shore, advertising these excursions in the local newspaper.  He had a very well-

known ice cream business in Salem, making over 3000 quarts of ice cream per day in 

the summer season which was shipped throughout the region including to the ñresorts 

down the shore.ò The John P. Bruna & Co. was one of several large ice cream 

manufacturers in Salem in the 1880s, and was located in 192-194 Broadway (now 

known as the Griscom House). Mr. Bruna was associated for several years with John 

C. Mulford and a few years after this association dissolved, Joshua Waddington 

joined the firm.  They also extensively engaged in the 

manufacture of butter which was known to be of the 

highest quality. 

 

One of the Salem Historical Societyôs pamphlets includes 

an item concerning Washington Hall which was new in 

1848.  It states in part: 

 ñOne of Salemôs many fraternal lodges ï Odd Fellows - originally occupied 

the fourth floor. In June of 1849, John P. Bruna installed a ñrange of shower 

bathsò in Washington Hall for the public to enjoy at 12-1/2 cents each or 10 

for $1.  This service supplemented his popular Shaving and Hair Cutting 

Salon and was the first such amenity in Salem.ò 

 

John Bruna died December 26, 1891, from heart disease, and is buried in St. Johnôs 

Cemetery with his wife and children.  His ice cream company met a sad ending with 

a devastating fire August 11, 1893, which totally destroyed the factory.  The New 

York Herald of January 1, 1897, ran the following ad:   

ñThe Bruna Ice Cream Company of Salem, N.J., the oldest and most extensive 

ice cream factory and creamery in South Jersey, yesterday went into the hands 

of W. T. Hilliard, who was appointed receiver by Chancellor McGill.  The 

plant embraces large factory buildings, six large ice houses and ponds, and 

some real estate.  The principal owner is W. D. Griscom. The enterprise was 

established nearly half a century ago by the late John P. Bruna.  The present 

plant cost is $15,000.  The assets will nearly cover the liabilities.ò 

 

(Continues next pageé.)



CONTINUATION OF ST. JOHNôS WONDERFUL WINDOWS: 

 

Rebecca (Pickett) Bruna had requested permission from St. Johnôs Vestry to place a window in memory of her 

husband.  The June 23, 1895, vestry meeting minutes show that a note of thanks was sent to her for the then 

recently placed memorial.  The July 14, 1895 minutes document the Vestryôs 

approval of the placement of a second window by Mrs. Bruna which was in memory 

of her children.  A note of appreciation was sent to her in December 1895, when the 

installation of the second window was completed. Mrs. Bruna herself died 

November 1, 1900, and her name was added next to her husbandôs on the window, 

accounting for the uneven spacing of the dedication.  The parish register lists the 

cause of her death as ñparalysis.ò 
 

The eldest of the Bruna children was William who was born about 1840. He had 

served in the Union Army during the Civil War with the 40
th
 New Jersey Regiment, 

Company G. In November of 1865, he accidentally shot himself in the thigh while 

out ñduckingò and amputation was felt necessary.  He died a week later on 

November 21, 1865.  Her daughter, Georgiana Garrison, was born June 21, 1849 

and died September 1851 (2 years 2 months old).   Mary Louisa was born December 

21, 1851 died August 3, 1873, at age 22, in the family home after a brief illness.  

The family is buried together in St. Johnôs churchyard.  
 

Both windows were made and installed by Richard S. Groves Co. (formerly Groves & Steil) of Philadelphia.  

The July 20, 1895 issue of The Churchman ran the 

following announcement.  

 
Groves and Steil Arts Stained Glass Company worked in Philadelphia from 1879 until 1902.  Richard Groves, 

born April 25, 1839, died June 25, 1919, of chronic nephritis. The cover of R.S. Groves & Steil Stained Glass 

catalog (1888) is shown above and you can view the contents of the catalog ï including the price list ï at The 

Hagley Digital Archives:  

http://digital.hagley.org/cdm/ref/collection/p268001coll12/id/15630 
 

  

http://digital.hagley.org/cdm/ref/collection/p268001coll12/id/15630
http://digital.hagley.org/cdm/ref/collection/p268001coll12/id/15630


Our Wonderful Windows 
By Rosie Carroll 
 

The second wonderful window in this series is the 

chancel window ï thatôs the one over the altar.  It 

was given in memory of Charles Sinnickson (Nov. 

11, 1815-March 7, 1876), by his wife, the former 

Caroline Elizabeth Perry, daughter of Charles and 

Sarah Hufty Perry.  
 

The 1880ôs renovation of the church, with the 

addition of the recessed chancel, was paid for by 

subscription or what we would call pledges or 

promises ï a commitment for a specific amount. 

These subscriptions were collected in 1879, and it 

was at that time that Mrs. Caroline Sinnickson 

pledged the chancel window.  The renovations were 

completed and the first services in the new space 

were held at Christmastime 1880.  (During 

construction the services were held in the Court 

House.)  Plain glass 

or ñcathedral glassò 

was in place during 

those first few 

months as the 

memorial window 

had not yet arrived 

from England. 
 

The Trenton State 

Gazette of March 4, 

1881, stated that 

the memorial 

window ñhas at 

last arrived from 

London, and is 

being put in place 

by an artisan sent for the purpose by the 

manufacturers. It is said to be a splendid piece of 

workmanship.ò  I was not able to find the name of 

the company that made the window,* just that it 

was made in London, England, and as the Gazette 

said, was installed by an artisan from the company. 

It depicts Christôs ascension. 
 

Charles Sinnickson was the third child of Judge 

Thomas and Elizabeth (Jacobs) Sinnickson and was 

born in Salem. He was baptized at St. Johnôs in 

1825. The following is from The Encyclopedia of 

Pennsylvania Biography (Vol.4): 

ñHe was educated in Salem Academy, and later 

pursued courses in civil engineering. He rose to 

high rank as an engineer, and was so engaged until 

1840, holding positions under the United States 

government as surveyor of lands for the Cherokee 

Reservation, and was connected with the 

engineering departments of railroads in Tennessee 

and with the Philadelphia, Washington and 

Baltimore railroad.  
 

In 1840 he began his activity, later so extensive, as 

a coal operator and mine owner, becoming a 

member of the firm of Rogers, Sinnickson & 

Company. The mines owned by the company were 

in the anthracite region of Pennsylvania, 

principally in Schuylkill County, the large output 

being shipped to many points.ò 
 

Charles Sinnickson and Caroline Elizabeth Perry 

were wed October 13, 1841, here at St. Johnôs, with 

the Rev. Edward G. Prescott as officiant.  They 

made their home in Philadelphia and raised two 

sons, Charles Perry and Thomas, both of whom 

later joined their father in business. Mr. Sinnickson 

continued in the coal business until his final 

retirement.  
 

The Encyclopedia of 

Pennsylvania 

Biography further 

stated that ñHis name 

was a synonym for 

uprightness, and in 

all Philadelphia's 

commercial world no 

man was held in 

higher esteem.ò 
 

Charles Sinnickson 

died March 7
th
 ,1876, 

in Philadelphia, with 

cause of death given  

as ñdisease of the 

brain.ò  He was 61 

years of age.  The funeral took place on March 10
th
, 

at the home of his brother, Andrew Sinnickson, 

Esq., in Salem, NJ , with burial following in St. 

Johnôs churchyard.  Mrs. Sinnickson died December 

19, 1905, and is buried in front of her husbandôs 

monument in St. Johnôs churchyard.  

*NOTE: Should the name of the window 

manufacturer be discovered, it will be shared in a 

future issue of The Forerunner.



Our Wonderful Windows 
By Rosie Carroll 
 

Last month I discussed the chancel window ï the 

one over the altar ï which was given by Mrs. 

Caroline (Perry) Sinnickson in memory of her 

husband, Charles.  This monthôs window was also 

given by Mrs. Sinnickson, and is memory of one of 

her sons ï Thomas Sinnickson, Jr., 1847-1900.   
 

The window is signed ñTiffany Studiosò in the 

lower right hand border and 

is a reproduction of 

Holman Huntôs ñLight of 

the Worldò painting.  It was 

presented to St. Johnôs in 

April of 1904.   
 

One of the Tiffany Glass 

and Decorating Companyôs 

advertisements of the day 

states in part:  ñTiffany 

Favrile Glass only is used 

in our windows, mosaics 

and mosaic inlays.  It is 

made at our own furnaces, 

used solely by us and 

cannot be duplicated or 

used by others.  It differs in 

quality, and is superior to 

the glass used by other 

makers.ò   
 

Many people have said that 

Christôs eyes seem to 

follow you wherever you 

go in the church, and that 

even when the church is 

darkened his robe glows..   
 

A storm in late October of 1953 caused some 

damage to the window and our vestryôs minutes of 

November 3, 1953 state:   ñébefore they could take 

down the tree near the churché, a large dead limb 

was blown from the tree and made a hole in the 

memorial window erected in memory of Thomas 

Sinnickson, Jr.ò   The firm of Kolb and Martin were 

contracted to repair the damage as they had recently 

done work on windows at St. Georgeôs and at St. 

Johnôs.  Mr. Kolb offered to repair the window at a 

cost of $300, and would also place a storm glass 

(from a supply stored in our chapel basement) at the 

base of the adjoining memorial window without 

cost to the church.  He also made a contribution of 

$50 to the church.  I and others have looked for 

signs of this repair and cannot find it.  There was no 

notation in the vestry minutes to indicate exactly 

where in the window the hole was made. (Note:  Kolb 

and Martin Company was later awarded the contract for the 

six windows given in memory of members of the Rumsey 

family.)   
 

Thomas Sinnickson, Jr.ôs obituary (from the 

November 29, 1900, Philadelphia Inquirer) gives us 

a snapshot of his life. 

 
St. Johnôs Parish Register gives his cause of death 

as ñBrightôs Diseaseò, or what today would be 

called acute and chronic nephritis/kidney disease.  
 

Thomas Sinnicksonôs 

widow, the former 

Frances Forman 

Sinnickson, survived 

him by 26 years, dying 

March 31, 1926.  She is 

buried in St. Johnôs 

churchyard and shares a 

marker with her 

husband.  Thomas and 

Frances had one child, 

Alice Margaret, who 

married John Reilly, Jr., 

of Philadelphia, at St. Johnôs on October 24, 1906. 


